Dear parents and carers,

We are excited to welcome you all back after our February half term!

The upcoming term at Kiddylinguistics is focussed on preparing your child to
move into ‘big school.

If your child starts reception in September, please read on. If your child is lucky
enough to have another year of playing and discovering the world at preschool,
feel free to ignore this information, skim it or park it for next year ©

What are the | How can you help?
children
learning?
School Talk to your child about school and how they feel about it. It is
transition & | really useful to listen to them and tell them you understand
independenc | even if they feel a bit anxious about starting.
e
In class of 30 children, the teachers will not be able to help
every child get dressed or go to the toilet. Support them by
encouraging your child to practice:
- zipping up their coats
- putting on shoes and socks
- finding the right clothes and getting dressed and
changed on their own
Please also remind them to use their words and ask for help if
they need it!
Language Has your child already learned a few words in a different
Learning language? Most children are constantly absorbing words in
(French, other languages, but will not necessarily say anything in
German, French, German or Spanish words.
Spanish)
[tis really tricky to speak a different language, but much
easier to sing them. Please continue to practice the songs
suggestions and perhaps they will surprise you!
Literacy If children have questions, show them that you can use books,

dictionaries or the internet to find answers!

When reading books at home,
- askyour child to predict what will happen in the story
- point out rhyming words in a story (cat - hat - mat
etc.) and ask them to think of others
- highlight alliterations (words beginning with the same
sound) to help them identify the initial sounds in a
word




- discuss a typical structure of a story (character,
setting, conflict, solution) and relate it to the story you
are reading

- point of words in their environment and discuss what
they might mean

Phonics

Make it fun! Children learn best if their learning is active,
engaging and play-based. Here are a few suggestions if for
easy games to be played at home:
https://www.rasmussen.edu/degrees/education/blog/phoni
cs-activities-for-preschoolers/

Writing

Writing letters is a really complex skill that requires a lot of
patience and practice. Don’t despair if your child is not yet
interested in writing!

- Follow their interests. Strap a pen around their
favourite superhero or toy car or ask them to make a
sign!

- Provide plenty of opportunity to build arm, shoulder
and hand strength: knead dough, turn taps on and off,
screw on bottle tops, cut different materials, use pegs
to hang up the washing, use screwdrivers, use big
brushes to clean your car, throw balls, push heavy
objects, lift the shopping.... The list is endless and they
love to help you!

If your child has a keen interest in writing, encourage them to
trace shapes using their fingers. Download a tracing app. Or, if
they want to write, encourage small letters (capitals are not
used until later!) and copying their name. Make writing
meaningful, write shopping lists together, to do lists,
messages for other people or write a story together.

Numeracy

Encourage your child to think about size, amounts and
weights.
- Which stick is shorter, longer?
- Which shopping bag is heaver?
- When sharing out items ask who has the most, the
least? Is that more or less? Are we adding or taking
away?

Count every day objects at home: how many are there? Show
them to touch each one as they are counting. Always
encourage them to use other languages when counting and to
go further in their counting.

Over the next few months, especially after the May half term, we will run a
variety of activities to support your child’s school readiness! We will visit the



https://www.rasmussen.edu/degrees/education/blog/phonics-activities-for-preschoolers/
https://www.rasmussen.edu/degrees/education/blog/phonics-activities-for-preschoolers/

reception classes, arrange teacher visits, run scavenger hunts across school and
visit the school canteen and lots more - we cannot wait.

The Kiddy team



